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THE LORD’S DAY   September 20, 2020 

 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

Treasuring the Kingdom 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND PPC FAMILY NEWS 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND PREPARATION 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD. 

All: There are many who say, “Who will show us any good?” LORD, lift up the 
light of Your countenance upon us. 

Leader: You have put gladness in my heart, more than in the season that their grain 
and wine increased.  

All: I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; For You alone, O LORD, make me 
dwell in safety. 

 Psalm 4 
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Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Trinity 76 
From Psalm 103; Henry F. Lyte, 1834 LAUDA ANIMA: John Goss, 1869 

 
 

INVOCATION  
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SCRIPTURE READING 

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, 
buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do 
you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
abundance. Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you-- The sure mercies of David. Indeed I have 
given him as a witness to the people, a leader and commander for the people. Surely 
you shall call a nation you do not know, and nations who do not know you shall run 
to you, because of the LORD your God, and the Holy One of Israel; for He has glorified 
you.” 

Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, 
and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. “For 
My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain comes down, and the snow from 
heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes 
forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace; The mountains and the hills 
shall break forth into singing before you, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off.” 

 Isaiah 55:1-13 

 
Doxology Trinity 732 
Thomas Ken, 1709 TALLIS’ CANON: Thomas Tallis, ca. 1567 

 
Copyright © 1990, Great Commission Publications, Inc. 
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Seek Ye First 

 
Word and music by Karen Lafferty. © 1986 Maranatha Music. Used by permission. CCLI License #173651 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 
WORSHIP IN GIVING 

Offertory This Is the Day Keith Christopher 

Voices of Providence 

This is the day that the Lord hath made. This is the day, let us rejoice, let us be glad! 
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise. 

Offer your thanks unto Him and bless His name. Serve the Lord with gladness, in joyful song. 
Tell of His excellent greatness, and praise Him all day long. 

Words based on Psalm 118:24. Copyright © 2013 by Hal Leonard Corporation 
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I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord Trinity 353 
Timothy Dwight, 1800 ST. THOMAS; Aaron Williams, 1763 

 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

SERMON 

Matthew 13:44-53NKJV The Value of the Kingdom Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr. 

44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 
46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he 

had and bought it. 
47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and 

gathered some of every kind, 
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48 which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered 
the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. 

49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the 
wicked from among the just, 

50 and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

51 Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?” They said to 
Him, “Yes, Lord.” 

52 Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the 
kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure things 
new and old.” 

53 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, that He 
departed from there. 

 

Notes  
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I’ve Found the Pearl of Greatest Price Trinity 696 
John Mason, 1683; alt. JERUSLEM: Charles H. Purday, 1799-1885 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

Following the service, the elders will be available to pray with you at the front of the sanctuary. 
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The Lord’s Day Evening                          September 20, 2020 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

Welcome 

Call to Worship ………………………………………………………………….................. Psalm 33:8-12 

Hymn ………………………………........................................................................ 44 How Great Thou Art  

Invocation   

Confession of Faith …………………………………………………………….  Shorter Catechism 23,24  

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our redeemer? 

A. Christ, as our redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of 

a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 

Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his word and 

Spirit, the will of God for our salvation. 

 

Old Testament Reading …………………………………………….…............................... Isaiah 43:1-21 

New Testament Reading………………………………………………………................ Romans 8:19-39 

Pastoral Prayer  

Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Sermon                 Ephesians 1:4-6                   Predestined to Adoption                      Rev. Rick Appleton 

4 ... He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to 
adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us 
accepted in the Beloved. 

 
Prayer  
 

Hymn ………………………………........................................80 Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee 

Benediction 
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How Great Thou Art 
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Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee 
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SEPTEMBER 20 
   

Sun. Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Evening Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 
 
Tues. Women’s AM Bible Study  9:15 a.m. 
 Pickleball 6:30 p.m. 

 
Thurs. Women’s PM Bible Study via Zoom 7:00 p.m.  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 27 
   

Sun. Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

 Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Kids’ Bible College 11:00 a.m. 
 
Tues. Women’s AM Bible Study  9:15 a.m. 
 Pickleball 6:30 p.m. 
 
Wed. Trail Life 7:00 p.m. 
 Pioneer Clubs 7:00 p.m. 
 Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs. Women’s PM Bible Study via Zoom 7:00 p.m. 
  

  
 

 

 

 

Schedule for Childcare This Sunday, September 20 

 Sunday School Nursery Daniel and Caroline Richard 9:15 a.m. 
 Crib Room Josh and Jess Scheidler 10:30 a.m. 

 Toddler Room Danny and Laura Priano 10:30 a.m.  
  

Schedule for Childcare Next Sunday, September 27 

 Sunday School Nursery David and Sonya Eurich 9:15 a.m. 
 Crib Room Rachel, Grace, and Ava Jones 10:30 a.m. 
 Toddler Room Cody and Dori McBee 10:30 a.m. 
 Kids’ Bible College Dan and Erin DeFazio 11:00 a.m.  
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Deacon of the Month: Warren Higgs 

 

Gate Keeper: Brad McCarrell 

 

Counters: Trey Jackson and David Smith 

 

Greeters: Robin Heiple and Patty Martin 

 

Live Stream Operator:  

Pat Griffin – Morning Worship Service 

Liam Dion and Robin Heiple – Evening Worship Service 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Financial Update Through August 

2020 Actual Giving $453,000 

Previous Year Giving $446,000 

2020 Budget $455,000 

2020 Expenses $400,000 

     Actual Operational Expenses $390,000 

     Actual Capital Expenses $9,265 

Williams Fund $23,474 

Garrett Fund  $21,947 

Adoption Fund $3,352 
 

 

 
Adult Sunday School 

 
New Members Class 

Pastor Ray Heiple 

Room 409 

 
Leviticus 

Pastor Rick Appleton 

Sanctuary 
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Evening Worship Service 

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. for our evening worship service. Pastor Appleton will be preaching 
on Ephesians 1:4-6, Predestined to Adoption. 

Tabletalk 

The October edition of Tabletalk is available on the information table in the foyer.  

Gatekeeper Signup Sheet 

The new gatekeeper schedule for October to December is available on the desk in the foyer. 
Please sign up for the date you prefer. If you have any questions, please see Denny Stewart. 

Baby Shower Ministry 

A special thank you to Erin Hannas for over five years of devotion to the Baby Shower Ministry. 
Erin will be stepping down from this ministry and we are looking for someone to fill this important 
role in the Church. If you are interested, please contact Erin at erin.hannas@gmail.com. She 
will be happy to let you know all the details. 

Women’s Fall Bible Study 

Women’s Fall Bible study will begin in September. In order to accommodate as many women as 
possible, the Women’s Ministry is offering both an in-person and Zoom Bible study. The Tuesday 
morning study will be in-person and begins on Tuesday, September 22nd, at 9:15 a.m. in Room 
409. Masks are not required, but all women are encouraged to bring a mask with them and to 
use godly wisdom and discernment in gathering together. The Thursday evening study will be 
an exclusively online Zoom study, and it begins on Thursday, September 24th, at 7 p.m. Online 

access credentials will be sent out. 

Both studies will be going through the Ligonier video series Who is the Holy Spirit? by Dr. Sinclair 
Ferguson. The study guide is available on Ligonier’s website as a PDF for $3.75. If you are 
interested in a printed copy of the study guide, please see Robin Ferguson or 
email ppcwomensministry@gmail.com. 

College Care Ministry 

Providence would like to send the excellent devotional, Knowing God Through the Year: A 
365-Day Devotional by J.I. Packer, to each of our college students. Please send student 
addresses to Linda Emerick at lindamemerick@gmail.com by September 21. If you would like 

to make a donation, to defray the cost of the book and shipping, please make a check payable 
to PPC with “College Ministry” in the memo line. Let’s be praying throughout the year for the 
spiritual growth of our college students. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:erin.hannas@gmail.com
mailto:ppcwomensministry@gmail.com
mailto:lindamemerick@gmail.com
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PRAYER REMINDER 

To become a prayer partner or place a prayer request with the prayer chain, 
please call or email  

Jan T. 412-787-1609, janandgerry6@verizon.net 

Please notify the Church office by phone at 412-788-6100, or email at 
 secretary@providencepgh.org  if you have any additions, deletions, 

or updates to the bulletin Prayer Reminder. 
 

 
 

Members of PPC                  

 John and Annie H. praise, expecting in April 

 Susan S. prayer for recovery from abdominal surgery and for 
peace and wisdom  

 Tim B. prayer for recovery from Achilles tendon surgery and for 
Denise as she takes care of the family 

 Justin and Brittany B. praise, expecting in March 
 Nate and Judith D. praise, expecting in November  
 Chris and Sarah H. praise, expecting in October  

 Leslie H. prayer for continued rehabilitation  
 Nate and Jessie J. praise, expecting in April 
 Cody and Dori M. praise, expecting in November   
 Bob P. prayer for continued recovery for arms, legs, and back to 

strengthen 
 Linda S. prayer for recovery from ankle reconstruction surgery  
 Mike Y. prayer for continued strengthening of his legs 
 

 
 

 

Friends of PPC    

 Linda Kierstan G. mother – Diagnosed with Triple Negative 
Breast Cancer and having chemotherapy. Prayer this 
cancer will be receptive to the medicine and disappear. 
Also, prayer for my father as he continues to work while 

caring for her 
 Patty H. Eli and Betty Jane D. daughter – prayer for chemotherapy 

treatment to work and shrink tumors 
 Jim M. Lou and Deb M. son – prayers for good results, chemo has 

ended and he will have an MRI later this month 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bold and italic - new or recent request 

 

 

 

 

mailto:janandgerry6@verizon.net
mailto:secretary@providencepgh.org
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JUSTIFICATION BY GOD’S FREE GRACE 
… being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus 

Romans 3:25NKJV 
 

Question 70 of the Larger Catechism, asks, “What is justification?” It gives the answer, 
“Justification is an act of God’s free grace unto sinners, in which he pardoneth all their sins, accepteth 
and accounteth their persons righteous in his sight; not for any thing wrought in them, or done by 
them, but only for the perfect obedience and full satisfaction of Christ, by God imputed to them, and 
received by faith alone.” Last week we considered justification as a single act of God, which is 

completed in a moment. This week we examine the nature of that act: that it is entirely of God’s free 
grace. 

God acts to justify His people. What is His motivation for so acting? Or to ask it another way, 
what accounts for the act of justification by God to particular sinners? An old Reformed hymn says 
that “Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right.” God does nothing without purpose. There is always a good 
reason for everything God does. All that God does is good and shows forth His glory (Gen. 1:31; Eccl. 
3:11; Ps.19; etc.). Furthermore, the gospel makes it clear that God acts to justify sinners. The 
Catechism describes this justification as God pardoning all their sins and accepting them as righteous 
in His sight. The source or cause for this act of justification is simply said to be “of God’s free grace.” 
As the Scripture at the head of this article says, sinners are “justified freely by His grace.” Thus, when 
we seek to answer what is it that moves or motivates God to justify sinners, what accounts for this 
action? We see that it is nothing in the sinner or in any other part of God’s creation past, present, or 

future. The cause for God’s individual act of justification to every single sinner is to be found entirely 
within God Himself. God is just but God is also gracious. The act of justification is an act of God’s free 
grace. 

Grace is the unmerited favor of God given freely to sinners. By definition grace is free, yet neither 
the Scripture above, nor today’s Catechism question is redundant by adding the word “free” to grace.  
The fact is, we sinners need to be constantly reminded that there was nothing in us that moved God 
to justify us. Accordingly, the addition of the word “free” is not so much a matter of repetition but 
one of emphasis and reminder. God’s act of justification towards us was entirely of grace, yes even 
of free grace. While we were yet sinners – that is, while we were still loving, choosing, and indulging 
in sin with no desire for God – Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). When God considered the possibility of 
justifying sinful man, all that He saw in man, both in actuality and in potentiality, could only move 
Him to condemn us. It was the attribute of grace within God’s perfect being by which God moved to 

justify sinners. 
In the act of justification God pardons the sinner of all of his sins. The sinner does nothing to get 

this pardon. It is an act of God’s free grace. Because God is not only gracious but just, Jesus must do 
a great deal to pay for that grace – a doctrine we will look at in a later question – but as respects the 
sinner, the act of pardoning is entirely free, it is completely of grace. However, this forgiveness is 
only one half of our justification. The other half is the imputed righteousness of Christ. In justification 
God not only pardons the believer’s sins, but He declares him to be righteous. He accepts us as if we 
had lived a full life of perfect obedience to Him in every thought, word, and deed. The verse that 
wonderfully sets forth this truth is Rom. 4:5: “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness.” God justifies the ungodly! God calls 
sinners, who are in and of themselves sinners, “righteous.” How can God do that and still be a truthful 

God? Because the righteousness that God imputes to us, though it is not the result of our own works, 
is real and true righteousness. The Catechism calls it “the perfect obedience and full satisfaction of 
Christ.” Christ achieved perfect works-righteousness in His life. He kept God’s law perfectly. The 
wonderful news of the gospel is that Christ did not do this for Himself, but for you! If you are a believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, God sees you not only as “not guilty” but as “positively righteous.” And God 
can do this and be truthful because Jesus paid the penalty for your sin and performed the obedience 
for your righteousness. The result for every believer is justification by grace alone!     
                     

Pastor Heiple 
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