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THE LORD’S DAY   March 29, 2020 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

The Christian Duty of Self-Denial 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND PPC FAMILY NEWS 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND PREPARATION  Brethren, We Are Met To Worship 
David Auman and Gabrielle VerHill.                                                                                              Trinity 381. Arr. James Curnow 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
Leader: If we had forgotten the name of our God, Or stretched out our hands to a 

foreign god, Would not God search this out? For He knows the secrets of 
the heart. 

All: Yet for Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. 

Leader: Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arise! Do not cast us off forever. Why 
do You hide Your face, And forget our affliction and our oppression? 

All: For our soul is bowed down to the dust; Our body clings to the ground. 
Arise for our help, And redeem us for Your mercies’ sake. 

 Psalm 44 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Trinity 100 
Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 NICAEA: John B. Dykes, 1861 

 
INVOCATION  

 
SCRIPTURE READING 

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the 
land of Benjamin, to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the days of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the carrying away of Jerusalem 
captive in the fifth month. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I 
ordained you a prophet to the nations.” 
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Then said I: “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” But the 
LORD said to me: “Do not say, `I am a youth,’ For you shall go to all to whom I send 
you, And whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of their faces, 
For I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD. Then the LORD put forth His 
hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me: “Behold, I have put My 
words in your mouth. See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, To root out and to pull down, To destroy and to throw down, To build 
and to plant.” 

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” 
And I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.” Then the LORD said to me, “You have 
seen well, for I am ready to perform My word.” And the word of the LORD came to 
me the second time, saying, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see a boiling pot, and 
it is facing away from the north.” Then the LORD said to me: “Out of the north 
calamity shall break forth On all the inhabitants of the land. For behold, I am calling 
All the families of the kingdoms of the north,” says the LORD; “They shall come and 
each one set his throne At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, Against all its walls 
all around, And against all the cities of Judah. I will utter My judgments Against 
them concerning all their wickedness, Because they have forsaken Me, Burned 
incense to other gods, And worshiped the works of their own hands. 

Therefore prepare yourself and arise, And speak to them all that I command you. Do 
not be dismayed before their faces, Lest I dismay you before them. For behold, I have 
made you this day A fortified city and an iron pillar, And bronze walls against the 
whole land-- Against the kings of Judah, Against its princes, Against its priests, And 
against the people of the land. They will fight against you, But they shall not prevail 
against you. For I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.” 

 Jeremiah 1:1-19 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross Trinity 264 
Fanny J. Crosby, 1869 NEAR THE CROSS: William H. Doane, 1869 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
SERMON 

Matthew 10:34-39NKJV The Bringer of Swords Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr. 

34 Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace 
but a sword. 

35 For I have come to `set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 

36 and `a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 
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37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 
39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will 

find it. 

Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus Calls Us Trinity 591 
Cecil Frances Alexander, 1852 GALILEE: William H. Jude, 1887 

 
BENEDICTION 
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Holy, Holy, Holy! Trinity 100 
Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 NICAEA: John B. Dykes, 1861 
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Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross Trinity 264 
Fanny J. Crosby, 1869 NEAR THE CROSS: William H. Doane, 1869 
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Jesus Calls Us Trinity 591 
Cecil Frances Alexander, 1852 GALILEE: William H. Jude, 1887 
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THE LORD’S DAY, EVENING March 29, 2020 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
 

Welcome 
 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 100:3-4 

 
Hymn 1:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
 
Invocation 
 
Reading of the Law of God:  Exodus 20:1-17 
 

Confession of Sin 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Pastoral Prayer  

 
Scripture Reading:   Psalm 13 
 

 Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

SERMON 

Philippians 4:6-7  NKJV Anxious? Rev. Rick Appleton  
 

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 

7  and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  

 

 
Prayer  
 
Hymn 629: What a Friend We Have in Jesus  
 
 

Benediction  
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All People That on Earth Do Dwell Trinity 1 
Psalm 100. William Kethe, 1561 OLD HUNDREDTH: Louis Borrgeois’s Genevan Psalter, 1551 
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus Trinity 629 
Joseph Scriven, 1855 WHAT A FRIEND: Charles C. Converse, 1868 
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SALVATION IS BY CHRIST ALONE 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV 
 

Question 55 of the Larger Catechism, asks, “How doth Christ make intercession?” It gives the answer, 
“Christ maketh intercession, by his appearing in our nature continually before the Father in heaven, in the 
merit of his obedience and sacrifice on earth, declaring his will to have it applied to all believers; 
answering all accusations against them, and procuring for them quiet of conscience, notwithstanding daily 
failings, access with boldness to the throne of grace, and acceptance of their persons and services.” Last 
time we looked at how only Christ can intercede for sinners on the basis of His perfect righteousness. 
Today we examine more closely how Jesus alone has merit in the eyes of God. 
 

As we saw last time, the church of Luther’s day allowed for Christians to merit rewards from almighty God.  
There were many qualifications and conditions that they and their works needed to fulfill in order to merit 
these rewards, but with the help of divine grace – upon which the believer needed to depend and look to 
throughout his working – he could, according to the church, earn merit in the sight of God by his works.  
This merit would be his as he cooperated with God’s grace infused into him in the sacraments as lawfully 
performed by a Roman priest. In earning this merit the believer had to have faith. Likewise, as he did a 
good work his heart had to be right. That is, he had to do the work for the right reasons, loving God and 
loving his fellow man and wanting to see God glorified in His work. He could not hypocritically go through 
the motions and hope to earn any merit. Finally, he had to truly be relying on God’s grace and not on his 
own righteousness as he did his work. All of these things were said to be necessary, according to the 
Medieval church, for a good work to be truly meritorious.   
 

Yet, even with all of these nods to grace and to faith and to the righteousness of Christ, in the end, the 
believer freely cooperating with the grace of God, earned merit by his good works. Even here this merit 
from a converted Christian’s works was distinguished from the merit Christ earned. Jesus was said to have 
earned “condign merit.” Condign merit was defined by Rome to have real claim on the commensurate 
reward according to strict justice. In other words it would be wrong for God not to give the full amount of 
merit deserved by the quality of the work Jesus accomplished. Because everything the believer has is 
already from God he could not earn this kind of merit with his good works. What the believer could earn 
was called “congruous merit” or sometimes even “quasi-merit.” According to the Catholic encyclopedia, 
congruous merit is inherently inadequate in its service to receive its recompense but it does claim a 
reward on the ground of equity. In other words it is fitting for God to give this kind of merit a reward but 
not by strict justice, it depends upon His kindness and generosity. 
 

Furthermore, according to Rome there were many saints who earned more than enough merit for their 
own righteousness and justification. Because whatever a person merited for himself could be applied by 
God to others. This extra merit was said to be held in a treasury, a treasury of merit, to which the Pope of 
Rome had the keys. The indulgence controversy that sparked the Protestant Reformation was over letters 
of pardon which could be purchased by Christians in order to apply this extra merit to their own lack of 

righteousness. Tyndale, Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and other godly men and women rightly rejected this 
whole unbiblical system of fallen human beings meriting and earning ultimately their justification before 
God. They taught that salvation is by grace alone, meaning not a grace you cooperated with in order to 
earn more grace, but a grace totally purchased and freely given by Christ to all those who believe in Him.  
It is not earned by any kind of merit on our part. It is not increased by any kind of satisfaction by our 
works. Anyone honestly examining even his best works must admit with Scripture that apart from God’s 
gracious acceptance of them in Christ, they are filthy rags in the sight of God (Isa. 64:6). Our works can 
never earn anything from God. All of the rewards we will receive in heaven for our works are rewards of 
grace. All of our salvation is entirely a gift: the gift of God purchased by His Son and given to His elect 
when He causes them to be born again and brings them to faith and repentance. God justifies the ungodly 
(Rom. 4:5). God’s righteousness comes to the sinner from faith to faith. For the righteous ones (real 
Christians) do no live by their works, they live by faith (Rom. 1:16-17). For salvation is by grace alone. 
             
                 Pastor Heiple 
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