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THE LORD’S DAY  November 29, 2020 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

Keeping the Faith 
 
 
PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND PPC FAMILY NEWS 

Voices of Providence Adoration Tom Fettke, 1985 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, kneel and adore Him: the Lord is His name. 

Fear not to enter His presence in poverty, bearing no gifts to present as your own. 
Bring truth in its beauty and love in its purity – these are the off’rings to lay at His throne. 

Vs. 1 – John S. B. Monsell; Vs. 2 – David Steele. Copyright © 1985 by Lillenas Publishing Company 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Lord, how long will You look on? Rescue me from their destructions, My 
precious life from the lions. 

All: I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many 
people. 

Leader: Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; Nor let them 
wink with the eye who hate me without a cause. For they do not speak 
peace, But they devise deceitful matters Against the quiet ones in the land. 
They also opened their mouth wide against me, And said, “Aha, aha! Our 
eyes have seen it.” 

All: This You have seen, O LORD; Do not keep silence. O Lord, do not be far 
from me. Stir up Yourself, and awake to my vindication, To my cause, my 
God and my Lord. 

 Psalm 35 

INVOCATION  
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Trinity 194 
Latin antiphons, 12th cent. VENI EMMANUEL; Plainsong, 13th cent. 
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SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD his God, as his 
father David had done. But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel; indeed he made 
his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the 
LORD had cast out from before the children of Israel. And he sacrificed and burned 
incense on the high places, on the hills, and under every green tree. Then Rezin king 
of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to make 
war; and they besieged Ahaz but could not overcome him. At that time Rezin king of 
Syria captured Elath for Syria, and drove the men of Judah from Elath. Then the 
Edomites went to Elath, and dwell there to this day. So Ahaz sent messengers to 
Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and your son. Come up and 
save me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the hand of the king of Israel, who 
rise up against me.” And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of 
the LORD, and in the treasuries of the king’s house, and sent it as a present to the king 
of Assyria. So the king of Assyria heeded him; for the king of Assyria went up against 
Damascus and took it, carried its people captive to Kir, and killed Rezin.  

Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and saw 
an altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the design of 
the altar and its pattern, according to all its workmanship. Then Urijah the priest built 
an altar according to all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus. So Urijah the priest 
made it before King Ahaz came back from Damascus. And when the king came back 
from Damascus, the king saw the altar; and the king approached the altar and made 
offerings on it. So he burned his burnt offering and his grain offering; and he poured 
his drink offering and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings on the altar. He also 
brought the bronze altar which was before the LORD, from the front of the temple-- 
from between the new altar and the house of the LORD-- and put it on the north side 
of the new altar. Then King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, “On the great 
new altar burn the morning burnt offering, the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt 
sacrifice, and his grain offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, 
their grain offering, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle on it all the blood of the 
burnt offering and all the blood of the sacrifice. And the bronze altar shall be for me to 
inquire by.” Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that King Ahaz commanded. 

And King Ahaz cut off the panels of the carts, and removed the lavers from them; and 
he took down the Sea from the bronze oxen that were under it, and put it on a 
pavement of stones. Also he removed the Sabbath pavilion which they had built in the 
temple, and he removed the king’s outer entrance from the house of the LORD, on 
account of the king of Assyria. Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? So Ahaz rested with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David. Then Hezekiah his son 
reigned in his place. 

 2 Kings 16:2-20 
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Trinity 193 
Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent. PICARDY: arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 
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WORSHIP IN GIVING 
Offertory Come, Love Divine Arr. Larry Shackley 

Voices of Providence 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, born a Child, and yet a King. 
Born to reign in us forever; now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone. 
By Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Love divine, O Love, all loves excelling, joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
fix in us Thy humble dwelling; all Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

visit us with Thy salvation; enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

Words: Charles Wesley. Music: Traditional American, from The Olive Leaf, 1878, attributed to F. R. Warren 
© 2015 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. 
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Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Trinity 197 
Johannes Olearius, 1671 THIRSTING: Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
SERMON 

Matthew 16:1-12NKJV Beware the Leaven of False Teaching Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr. 

1 Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He 
would show them a sign from heaven. 

2 He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red’; 

3 and in the morning, ’It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and 
threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but 
you cannot discern the signs of the times. 

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be 
given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” And He left them and 
departed. 

5 Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to 
take bread. 

6 Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees.” 

7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because we have taken 
no bread.” 

8 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you 
reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread? 

9 Do you not yet understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand 
and how many baskets you took up? 

10 Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you 
took up? 

11 How is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning 
bread?-- but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

12 Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of 
bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Notes  
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Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates! Trinity 198 
Based on Psalm 24; Georg Weissel, 1642 TRURO: Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789 

 
5. Redeemer, come! I open wide   6. So come, my Sovereign, enter in! 
   My heart to thee; here, Lord, abide!    Let new and nobler life begin! 
   Let me thy inner presence feel;      Thy Holy Spirit, guide us on, 
   Thy grace and love in me reveal.     Until the glorious crown be won. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

Following the service, the elders will be available to pray with you at the front of the sanctuary. 
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The Lord’s Day Evening November 29, 2020 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

Welcome 

Call to Worship ………………………………………………………………….............Revelation 5:7-14 

Hymn ………………………………...................................................196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Invocation   

Confession of Faith ………………………………………...………………...…Shorter Catechism 33, 34 

Q. 33. What is justification? 

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and 

accepteth us as righteous in his sight only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, 

and received by faith alone. 

Q. 34. What is adoption?  

A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and 

have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God. 

Old Testament Reading …………………………………………….……….................................Psalm 96 

New Testament Reading………………………………………………………..........................Hebrews 1 

Gloria Patri (Greatorex)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 

Sermon            Colossians 1:16-20                 Jesus Christ: The Divine Son                      Mr. Stewart Bair 

16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him 
and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18And He is the head of 
the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may 
have the preeminence. 19For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20and 
by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
having made peace through the blood of His cross. 
 

Prayer  
 

Hymn ………………………………........................................................203 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

Benediction 
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Trinity 196 
Charles Wesley (vss.1,4), 1744; Mark E. Hunt (vss.2,3), 1978 HYFRYDOL: Rowland Hugh Pritchard, 1855 
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Hark! the Herald Angels Sing Trinity 203 
Charles Wesley, 1739 MENDELSSOHN: arr. William H. Cummings, 1856 
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Deacon of the Month: Trey Jackson 
 

Gate Keeper: Brannoc Jackson 
 

Counters: Tom Kohler and John Rotellini 
 

Greeters: Robin Heiple and Patty Martin 
 

Live Stream Operator:  

Paul Dion – Morning Worship Service 

Tori Jackson – Evening Worship Service 

 

  

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

New Members Class 

Pastor Ray Heiple 

Elder James Stuart 

Room 409 
 

Leviticus 

Elder Don Maur 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

Schedule for Childcare This Sunday, November 29 

Sunday School Nursery Aaron and Jaclyn Prinkey 9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service Crib Room Nate and Jessica Johnson 10:30 a.m. 
 Worship Service Toddler Room Ryan and Erin Hannas 10:30 a.m. 

 
Schedule for Childcare Next Sunday, December 6 

Sunday School Nursery Robin Heiple and Sonya Campbell 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service Crib Room Justin and Brittany Brothers 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service Toddler Room Suzanne, Esther, and Ruth Auman 10:30 a.m. 

   
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



14 
 

  

 
 
      
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 29 
   

Sun. Instruments of Providence 8:30 a.m. 
 Voices of Providence warm-up 8:45 a.m. 
 Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Evening Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 
 
Tues. Women’s AM Bible Study  9:15 a.m. 
 Pickleball 6:30 p.m. 
   
Wed. Trail Life 7:00 p.m. 
 Pioneer Clubs 7:00 p.m. 
 Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 

  
Thurs. Women’s PM Bible Study via Zoom 7:00 p.m. 

  
Sat. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 
  
  
  

 

DECEMBER 6 
   

Sun. Instruments of Providence 8:30 a.m. 
 Voices of Providence warm-up 8:45 a.m. 
 Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Evening Worship Service 6:00 p.m. 

 
Tues. Women’s AM Bible Study  9:15 a.m. 
 Pickleball 6:30 p.m. 
   
Wed. Trail Life 7:00 p.m. 
 Pioneer Clubs 7:00 p.m. 
 Youth Group 7:00 p.m. 

  
Thurs. Women’s PM Bible Study via Zoom 7:00 p.m. 

  
Sat. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 
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Financial Update Through October 

2020 Actual Giving $576,000 

Previous Year Giving $563,000 

2020 Budget $559,000 

2020 Expenses $556,000 

     Actual Operational Expenses $544,000 

     Actual Capital Expenses $11,750 

Williams Fund $23,474 

Garrett Fund  $15,947 

Adoption Fund $3,352 

 

Evening Worship Service 

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. for our evening worship service. Mr. Stewart E. Bair, Jr. will be 
preaching on Colossians 1:16-20, Jesus Christ: The Divine Son 

Women’s Fall Bible Study 

Join us for one of our Fall Bible Studies. We will meet on Tuesday, December 1, from 9:15 - 

11:00 a.m. in Room 409 and Thursday, December 3, from 7 - 8:30 p.m. via Zoom, and will be 
discussing Lesson 10, “Walking in the Spirit”. Both studies are going through the Ligonier video 
series, Who is the Holy Spirit? by Dr. Sinclair Ferguson. Please see Robin Ferguson or email 
ppcwomensministry@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

Confirmation Class 

We are having a Confirmation Class beginning December 6 during the Sunday School hour. 

Please sign up at the information table if you would like your child to attend. If you 
have any questions please see Pastor Appleton.  

7th thru 12th Grade and Adult Sunday School - Winter Quarter 

Social Justice Theory and the Bible, by Rev. Dr. Ray E. Heiple Jr. 

Is truth something we find or something we make? Is knowledge discovered or created? Is 

society made up of oppressors and oppressed or believers and unbelievers? Should justice be 

blind or should she treat people differently according to their chosen identities? Should we be 
individually judged or should we be judged according to our group? Should science and reason 
be replaced by experience and emotion? Is language violence? Are all whites racist? Is it wrong 
to cook Chinese food if you are not Chinese? Is it a kind of genocide to try to cure disabilities? 
Is it hate to say obesity is unhealthy? These are some of the questions that are being asked 
across our country as a movement called Social Justice Theory, Critical Theory, or just Theory 

is sweeping through all levels of our society, including the church. What does the Bible say about 
these things and how can we continue to be a faithful church in the face of them?  Please come 
to this class, beginning December 6, in the new sanctuary as we look at Theory in the light of 
Scripture. 

mailto:ppcwomensministry@gmail.com
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Tabletalk Magazine 

The December issue of Tabletalk is available on the information desk in the foyer. 

Christmas Decorating 

Join us in preparing our church for Christmas! We will be putting up Christmas decorations on 
Saturday, December 5th, starting at 9 a.m.  If you are interested in helping, please contact 
Cheryl Stewart or email ppcwomensministry@gmail.com. 

Christmas Dinner for Croatians 
 

Just as we did the past 6 years, Christ the King Church in Karlovac will again be giving away 
food to people in the church as well as to friends and neighbors in Karlovac a few days before 
Christmas. Each box of food will contain meat, cheese, chocolate and other goodies to help 

brighten Christmas for those who are struggling to make ends meet. If you would like to 
contribute to benefit a family, please do so by Dec. 10th. Denny Baker and Jon Dodd will collect 
the money and send it to Croatia. The folk at Christ the King Church in Karlovac will buy the 

food and distribute before Christmas. If you wish to contribute, please send a check payable to 
“Providence Presbyterian Church” and on the memo line, please write:” Croatia food boxes” so 
the treasurer will know your gift is designated for food boxes in Karlovac. Or you can give the 
money to Denny Baker and Jon Dodd.   
 

hvala i slava Bogu 

(Thank you and praise God in Croatian) 
 

Safe Families Sponsor a Family for the Holidays 

Safe Families for Children is a ministry powered by biblical hospitality aiming to keep families in 

tact by caring for children in times of crisis. This year our Pittsburgh chapter has served 13 
different families. Providence will be sponsoring one or two of those families for the holidays by 
providing each with a Thanksgiving meal and a few Christmas gifts. We’ll be accepting gift cards 
and/or actual items for both food and gift donations. Please contact Bethany Douglas at 
bmdouglas3@gmail.com or 724-312-9990 if you are interested in donating or participating in 
this opportunity. 

Trinity Christian School Teacher Needed 

Trinity Christian School is a member of ACCS and accredited through Christian Schools 
International (CSI) and Middle States Association (MSA). Trinity Christian School 

(www.trinitychristian.net), located in Pittsburgh, PA, is seeking a full-time High School Biology 
teacher to begin in the fall of 2021. Courses to be taught will include high school Biology. 
Qualified candidates must have an interest in and an understanding of classical Christian 

education as well as at least a bachelor’s degree in Biology, secondary education, or a related 
field. Teaching experience is preferred and experience in a classical Christian school would be a 
benefit. 

Please visit our employment tab at http://www.trinitychristian.net/about-tcs/employment to 
review our mission statement and other pertinent documents for applying. Interested candidates 
should submit a completed Teacher Application, resume, and cover letter to Mrs. Vicki Smith at 
office@trinitychristian.net. 

mailto:ppcwomensministry@gmail.com
mailto:bmdouglas3@gmail.com
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Foster Love Project Bag Drive 
 

November 16 - December 16, 2020 
 

 
 

Each year, more than 15,000 kids are served through the foster care system in Pennsylvania alone. 
Many of these kids are taken to a foster home with no belongings or a few items thrown into a trash 

bag. 
Foster Love Project provides a bag of goods to be given to kids at time of transition. We believe in 

giving them a good quality bag with new belongings to support that neither they nor their belongings 
are disposable. 

 

Join the Foster Love Project bag drive and pack a bag of new belongings for a child in transition 
during this holiday season.  

 

Please find information for drop locations at fosterloveproject.org/2020-bag-drive. 

Completed bags can be dropped off in the foyer or at one of the official drop locations. Please contact 

Bethany Douglas at bmdouglas3@gmail.com or 724-312-9990 for more information. 

mailto:bmdouglas3@gmail.com
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PRAYER REMINDER 

To become a prayer partner or place a prayer request with the prayer chain, 
please call or email  

Jan T. 412-787-1609, janandgerry6@verizon.net 

Please notify the Church office by phone at 412-788-6100, or email at 
 secretary@providencepgh.org if you have any additions, deletions, 

or updates to the Bulletin Prayer Reminder. 
 

 
 

Members of PPC 

 Justin and Brittany B. praise, expecting in March 

 Nate and Judith D. praise, expecting in November 
  Pat G. prayer for wisdom on how to treat cancer diagnosis  
 John and Annie H. praise, expecting in April 
 Nate and Jessie J. praise, expecting in April  

 Andy M. prayer for peace and contentment; Andy was diagnosed 
with a large mass on his brain that is inoperable 

 Bob P. prayer for continued recovery for arms, legs, and back to 

strengthen 
 Susan S. prayer for peace and contentment in God’s perfect plan 
 Rob and Gabrielle V. praise, expecting in April 
 Barb Y. continued prayer for recovery from two fractures in her 

pelvis and a fractured sacrum 
 

 

Friends of PPC 

 Kevin W. prayer for his Mom, Sue, to recovery from Covid 
 Kevin W. prayer and sympathy on the passing of his grand 

aunt Dorothy  
 Daniel C. cousin of Brandon P. – prayer for treatment for lung cancer 
 Linda G. Robin V. sister – prayer for recovery from complicated 

hernia surgery 
 Patty H. Eli and Betty Jane D. daughter – Prayer for effective 

chemotherapy treatment 
  Karen S. prayer for recovery from esophagus/stomach surgery 

 
  
 

 
 
 
Bold and italic - new or recent request 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janandgerry6@verizon.net
mailto:secretary@providencepgh.org
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WHEN GOD ADOPTED YOU… 
And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, 

"Abba, Father!" 
Galatians 4:6NKJ 

 

Question 74 of the Larger Catechism, asks, “What is adoption?” It gives the answer, “Adoption is 
an act of the free grace of God, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, whereby all those that are justified 
are received into the number of his children, have his name put upon them, the Spirit of his Son given 
to them, are under his fatherly care and dispensations, admitted to all the liberties and privileges of 
the sons of God, made heirs of all the promises and fellow-heirs with Christ in glory.” Last week we 
examined whom God adopts. This week we consider what God does for us in our adoption. 
God adopts all those who are justified. Everyone who truly believes in Jesus Christ with real, living 
faith is immediately adopted by God into His family. God’s children enjoy the amazing privileges of 
His fatherly care. The Catechism lists several of these privileges in the following order. First, when 

God adopted you, He put His name upon you (Rev. 3:12; 14:11; 22:4). That means you have been 
marked as a child of God. This mark is for you. It assures you that you belong to God and therefore 
He will never forget you or forsake you. God’s mark should strengthen your faith in Him, even though 
you cannot see it, because He assures you that it is real. God’s mark is spiritual in nature but we can 
see how it functions in the sacrament of baptism. To be baptized is to have God’s Name put upon 
you. If you are a believer in Christ, your baptism is a sign and seal that symbolizes and testifies to a 
true reality that God has done in your heart. 

Second, the Catechism teaches that when God adopted you He gave the Spirit of His Son to you. 
Since we know that we were regenerated by God’s Spirit, which takes place logically prior to our 
adoption, in what sense does the Catechism mean that God’s Spirit is given to us in our adoption? 
The Scripture at the head of this article is cited by the Westminster divines as speaking to this truth. 
Because we are sons, that is, because we have been adopted into God’s family, that is why He sends 

the Spirit of His Son into our hearts crying out “Abba, Father!” The Holy Spirit who regenerated you, 
imperceptibly and secretly when you were the enemy of God, upon your adoption, now comes to dwell 
with you, making His home inside of you. Jesus promised His disciples this intimate presence of the 
Spirit in John 14. They were already believers. They were already regenerated by the Spirit of God, 
but like all Old Testament saints, they did not have God’s Spirit upon them in such a way that they 
could worship God directly in Spirit and truth. Jesus promised this greater intimacy with God to 
everyone who would believe in Him after He went to the Father (John 14:16-18).  

Third, when God adopted you He placed you under his fatherly care and dispensations. As an 
adopted child of God, all of God’s dealings with you are now the outflowing of His love to you. Now 
God causes all things to work for good to you (Rom. 8:28). Now God “speaks to you as to sons” (Heb. 
12:5). Now God chastens you, rebukes you, and disciplines you as a loving earthly father does his 
child (Heb. 12:5-11). Thus, as an adopted child of the sovereign God of the universe, you should 

understand everything that happens to you as being designed by and sent from your loving heavenly 
Father for your ultimate spiritual good! 

Fourth, when God adopted you He admitted you to all the liberties and privileges of the sons of 
God. Some of these privileges include worshiping God immediately in the Spirit and not through types 
and shadows (John 4:23-24), having direct access to the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16), and being 
made kings and priests to God (Rev. 1:6). In the New Testament, we are now all as David, we are all 
as Aaron! 
 

Finally, when God adopted you, He made you an heir of all the promises and fellow heirs with His 
Son. We are joint heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17), and heirs of God’s kingdom (Jam. 2:5). That means 
that all that belongs to God is yours, for you are His heir! Praise God today for the glorious present 

and the future inheritance that you have by your adoption!          
                        
                  Pastor Heiple 
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