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THE LORD’S DAY   May 17, 2020 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

God’s Good Pleasure 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND PPC FAMILY NEWS 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND PREPARATION   

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Leader: O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have 
set Your glory above the heavens! 

All: Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained 
strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the enemy and 
the avenger. 

Psalm 8  
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All You That Fear Jehovah’s Name Trinity 9 
Psalm 22:23-26, 31; The Psalter, 1912 PARK STREET: Frederick M. A. Venua, ca 1810; arr. 

 

 
INVOCATION  
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SCRIPTURE READING 

When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has 
cast out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites 
and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven 
nations greater and mightier than you, and when the LORD your God delivers them 
over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them. You shall make no 
covenant with them nor show mercy to them. Nor shall you make marriages with 
them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your 
son. For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the 
anger of the LORD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly. But thus 
you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their sacred 
pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire. 

For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen 
you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of 
the earth. The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were 
more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but 
because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore 
to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 
you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Therefore 
know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and 
mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments; and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them. 
He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face. 
Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which I 
command you today, to observe them. 

 Deuteronomy 7:1-11 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Offertory O Clap Your Hands Julie Knowles 

Ladies’ Voices of Providence 

O clap your hands, O ye mighty people; Sing to the Lord with song of joy. 
Clap your hands, O ye mighty people; Sing to the Lord a new song! 

The Lord is righteous, merciful, Great is His name. 
O Clap your hands, and Shout with joy, Sing and give praise! 

O clap your hands, O ye mighty people; Sing your praise to the Lord on high. 
Clap your hands, O ye mighty people; Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Sing to the Lord, Sing and give praise; Sing to the Lord a new song! 

Harold Flammer Corporation. © Copyright 1989 Jensen Publications, Inc. 
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When All Your Mercies arr. J. Moser, 2008 

 
Words, Joseph Addison; Music, Trudi E Poirier © 2000 Pear Tree Music Co.  CCLI License #173651 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

SERMON 

Matthew 11:20-27NKJV Salvation and the Sovereignty of God Dr. Ray E. Heiple, Jr. 

 

20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had 
been done, because they did not repent: 

21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works 
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of 
judgment than for you. 
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23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to 
Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 

24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 
day of judgment than for you.” 

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and 
have revealed them to babes. 

26 Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.” 
27 “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the 

Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 
the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” 

Notes 
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How Vast the Benefits Divine Trinity 470 
Augustus M. Toplady, 1774 ST. MATTHEW; William Croft, 1708 

 

BENEDICTION  
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The Lord’s Day Evening May 17, 2020 

 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship………………………………………………………………………. Psalm 66.5 

Hymn……………………………………………………..38 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

Invocation  

 

Confession of Faith ………………………………………………..…… Shorter Catechism 4-6 

Q. 4. What is God? 
A. God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth. 

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 
A. There is but one only, the living and true God. 

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the godhead? 
  A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy   

  Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and  

  glory. 

 

Old Testament  Reading………………………………………………………..Exodus 33:18-23 

 

New Testament Reading………………………………………………….….1 Timothy 6:12-16 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

 

Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Sermon 1 John 4:12-20 If We Love One Another Rev. Rick Appleton 

 
12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and 
His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and 
He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have 
known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides 
in love abides in God, and God in him. 17 Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are 
we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in 
love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

 
Prayer  

 

Hymn…………………………………………………...………348 Jesus with Thy Church Abide 

Benediction 
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IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO SAY THAT YOU KNOW HIM 
Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
Matthew 7:21 NKJ 

 

 Question 61 of the Larger Catechism, asks, “Are all they saved who hear the gospel, and live in 
the church?” It gives the answer, “All that hear the gospel, and live in the visible church, are not 

saved; but they only who are true members of the church invisible.” Last week we considered the 
possibility of salvation apart from knowing and believing in Jesus Christ. This week we examine the 
difference between the visible and invisible church. 
 Ordinarily, the only way to be saved is to hear and believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ. God 
only imputes the righteousness of Christ to those who trust in Him for that righteousness. Likewise, 
God only forgives the sins of those who believe in Christ for that forgiveness. Does that mean that 
everyone who hears and professes faith in Christ is saved? What about those who not only hear and 
profess, but who also live outwardly upright lives within the only body that Jesus ever purchased 
with His own blood to save: the church (Acts 20:28)? Here is where theologians, at least as far back 
as Augustine (354 – 430), have made a very important distinction that it is crucial for the church to 
maintain. The one and only Church of Jesus Christ, consisting of millions of organized congregations 

around the world under various denominations, which professes and teaches the Biblical way of 
salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, observing the sacraments more or 
less purely, is composed of true and false believers. In other words, the church, as it is manifested 
on earth, is not pure. Not everyone in the church who professes to know Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior, really and truly knows Him. 
 Augustine described the presence of unbelievers within earthly Christian communions through 
the use of the terms “visible” and “invisible.” The visible church consists of all professing believers 
with their children who are members in good standing in Bible-believing churches. They claim to 
have a saving knowledge of God, and this claim has the backing of the elders of Christ’s Church, 
who have judged them to have given and maintained a credible profession of faith. However, within 
this body, not everyone is truly as he claims to be. Some members of the visible church do not truly 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and are members only outwardly. 

 Judas Iscariot is the classic example of one who was merely within the visible communion of the 
Church. Judas enjoyed the prayers, the ministry of the word, and the relational fellowship of Christ 
and His saints, but he was never really a believer. His communion was only outward and visible. 
What looked to be true on the outside was false and a lie because it was never also true on the 
inside. Thus, Jesus declared early on in His ministry that He Himself had chosen the twelve, and one 
of them was a devil (John 6:70). Likewise, in the passage quoted above, Jesus declares of those 
who claim to know Him and even call Him “Lord, Lord,” as if they intimately know Him, that He will 
one day say to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” (Matt. 
7:23). 
 Thus it is not enough to be a member of the visible church. Christians must also be members of 
the invisible church. The invisible church consists of those members of Bible-believing churches who 

not only make and maintain a credible profession of faith in Christ, but their profession is true! The 
invisible church is called invisible because we cannot see the heart. True believers are infallibly 
known only by God. Hence, the distinction made by Augustine is not meant to denigrate the visible 
church, as if it were optional. By no means! Jesus came to build the church (Matt. 16:18); He died 
for the church (Eph. 5:25); He saves people and adds them to His church (Acts 2:47). The church 
alone is His house, His body, His bride. And this church is visible! It has visible officers, sacraments, 
works, and gifts. To claim that you are a true member of Christ and refuse to be a part of the visible 
church is a contradiction. Our Confession summarizes the Biblical teaching on the necessity of the 
church when it rightly proclaims that outside of the visible church “there is no ordinary possibility of 
salvation” (WCF 25.2). Not everyone in the church is saved, but if you hope to be saved you had 
better be in the church! 
                Pastor Heiple 
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